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FOREWORD

This Handbook for Non-Conventional Livestock Production was created in recognition 
of the unique contribution of non-conventional livestock to rural livelihoods and the 
need for a thoughtful, practical non-conventional livestock husbandry in Malawi. The 
hand book has been arranged in a way that it will be easily understood and followed by 
non-conventional livestock farmers in Malawi. 

Department of Animal Health and Livestock Development recognizes that providing good 
non-conventional livestock husbandry practices in Malawi can be very rewarding. 
Although farmers in Malawi have been rearing non-conventional livestock time in 
memorial, there are still gaps in the way they manage these animals. The non-conventional 
livestock production continues to meet challenges such as high mortality rate, inadequate 
feeding, poor breeding practices, poor housing, inadequate knowledge of diseases and their 
control. 

This Handbook is designed to be a useful resource for farmers practicing non-conventional 
livestock farming in Malawi. The Handbook draws on the available research information 
and real-life non-conventional livestock improved husbandry practices. The professionally 
diverse group of technical staff in the Department of Animal Health and Livestock 
Development is strongly committed to ensuring dissemination of high quality and ethically 
sound non-conventional livestock husbandry practices to every farmer. Therefore this eld-
based Handbook provides important referral information for managing common challenges 
in non-conventional livestock production in the country. The Directorate also encourages 
professionally diverse group of technical staff to offer practical approaches for both 
efcient and effective non-conventional livestock production in Malawi. 

Due to complexities and constant changes in technologies, knowledge, skills and practices, 
farmers should seek advice and clarity from nearest agricultural ofces.

Erica Maganga (Mrs)

SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE, 

IRRIGATION AND WATER DEVELOPMENT
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NON-CONVENTIONAL LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

The world's livestock production is dominated by 5 major livestock species: 

cattle, goats, sheep, pigs and chickens. Climate change, population growth and 

use of marginal areas have given rise to domestication or utilization of a wide 

variety of animal species apart from the dominant ones. These species are often 

called unconventional like rabbits, guinea fowls, ducks, pigeons/doves, guinea 

pigs and turkey. They utilize a wider range of resources and are better adapted to 

the environment. 

1.0� RABBIT PRODUCTION

Rabbit keeping is cheaper, more efcient and productive because its feed is much 

more easily available and construction of the hutch is very simple. Rabbits grow 

quickly and have lots of offsprings. Apart from meat, rabbit skin and fur are used 

to make coats. Rabbits produce dung which is good manure and they are also 

used as testing specimens by laboratory. 

1.1� Breeds and Breeding of Rabbits

There are several breeds of rabbits kept by farmers all over the world but in 

Malawi the recommended breeds are Flemish Giant, New Zealand White and 

California. The former is white and the later grey.

 

Figure 1.1: New Zealand � �              Figure 1.2: Flemish Giant

 Figure 1.3: California white

Dual purpose breeds 

Ø These are kept for both fur and meat

Ø New Zealand White is a good dual-purpose rabbit

Ø Rabbits raised for meat are ready at about 2 months

Breeding 

Ø A farmer may need one doe (female) and one buck (male) to start with 

because rabbits grow quickly and have lots of offsprings. 

  Figure 1.4: A doe and a buck
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1.2� Housing 

Ø Rabbit khola should be constructed either from mud, poles and thatch or 

bricks and stones. 

Ø The khola should stand 1m above the ground. 

Ø Rabbits can be kept either under deep litter system or in cages.

Ø  A standard rabbit cage measures 90cm x 75cm x 45cm high.

Ø  The cage bottom should have holes big enough for droppings to fall 

through and small enough for young ones not to fall through.

Ø  Breeding hatches should be placed in the khola. 
2 2Ø A doe and a litter need 0.6m  to 0.8m  of hatch space. 

Ø Under deep litter system use materials such as wood shavings as 

bedding placed to a depth of 7.5cm from the oor.
2Ø  Allow 40cm x 40cm (160cm ) of space oor per rabbit

1.3� Feeding rabbits

Ø Rabbits are monogastric (single stomach), herbivorous (eat plant 

material) animals. 

Ø It is easy to feed them as they can eat a variety of feed. 

Ø They feed on forage such as grass and leaves, or leftover food. 

Ø A rabbit requires very little feed and water.

Ø Forage should be kept off the cage oor by tying it together in a bunch 

and hanging it from the ceiling or wall of the cage.

Ø This prevents the feed from contamination by urine and droppings. 

Ø Soiled forage could lead to diarrhoea and even death.

Ø If forage is wet when harvested, it should be allowed to dry for a few 

hours rst before it is fed to the rabbits. 

 Figure 1.6: Rabbits feeding on sweet potato vines

Ø Rabbits start to breed at the age of 6 to 7 months 

Ø Gestation period is one mouth

Ø A mature rabbit can have a live weight of 5 – 6 kg. 

Ø A female (doe) that is well fed and cared for can produce an average of 9 

bunnies in one litter. 

Ø If concentrated feeds are not given expect a rabbit to wean 6 bunnies 

each litter and up to 4 litters in a year. 

Ø When bunnies are born they are hairless and born with their eyes closed. 

Ø Fur begins to grow in by day 5 or 6 and after 10 to 12 days their eyes 

will open.

  Figure 1.5: Bunnies on grass bedding 

Ø  At the age of three weeks their mother will begin to wean them off milk 

and they will then begin to eat hay and concentrates 

Ø The weaned litter requires a separate pen for fattening. This allows the 

doe to be served and have another litter.

Breeding boxes

Ø When raising rabbits, breeding does should have their own nesting 

boxes. 

Ø These rabbit nesting boxes should be 45cm long, 30cm wide and 30cm 

high. 

Ø Note: You will know when your doe is making her nest box when she 

starts pulling the fur from her dewlap. 

Ø She will also take the hay that you are feeding her to create a nest. 
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Ø Intestinal Form

Ø Severity of the intestinal form of the disease will depend on:

Ø The species of coccidia present in the animal

Ø When exposed to a large coccidia burden then disease may also occur in 

adults.

Ø  The age of the rabbit - young rabbits are more susceptible to disease 

than older rabbits

Ø  Concurrent illness 

Ø  If antibiotics have been given for a long period of time, 

Ø Hepatic Form

Ø  Hepatic disease can affect rabbits of any age. 

Ø Coccidiosis is primarily a disease of husbandry, with damp, crowded 

and unhygienic conditions predisposing to it. 

Ø

Ø Clinical Signs 

Ø Intestinal Coccidiosis

Most cases are sub clinical and no clinical signs are observed. However, 

the following clinical signs can be observed: 

Ø Watery or mucoid diarrhoea 

Ø Sometimes blood-tinged. 

Ø Depression 

Ø Weight loss as well as general signs of malaise is also observed. 

Ø Hepatic Coccidiosis

May occur only as sudden death in acute cases, but more likely appears 

as stunted growth, anorexia and weight loss, diarrhoea and abdominal 

pain. Depression and general malaise is also seen.

Ø Both types of rabbit coccidiosis have oocytes present in the feaces 

during an acute infection. 

Ø Treatment and Control-

Ø Prevention: Amprolium, Sulfadimethoxine in the drinking water. 

Homemade supplement

Ø Mix 4 cups of any crushed cereal (maize, rice, sorghum, millet or their 

meal) with 1 cup of sunower cake or groundnut cake

Ø Mix 3 cups of any crushed cereal with 2 cups crushed boiled or dried 

beans

Ø Mix 2 cups of crushed dried cassava or crushed dried sweet potato with 

2 cups of crushed boiled beans or crushed dried beans and 1 cup of 

sunower cake or groundnut cake.

Water 

Ø Water is very important and they should never be without. It must be 

replaced daily 

1.4� Marketing

Ø Rabbits in Malawi are normally sold under informal type of system.

IMPORTANCE DISEASES OF RABBITS

Ø  COCCIDIOSIS IN RABBITS

Ø Coccidiosis is a common protozoal disease of rabbits. Rabbits that 

recover frequently become carriers. Two anatomic forms recognised are:

Ø Hepatic, caused by Eimeria stiedae

Ø Intestinal, caused by E magna, E irresidua, E media, E perforans, E 

flavescens, E intestinalis, or other Eimeria spp.

Ø

Ø Transmission 

Ø Spread of both the hepatic and intestinal forms is by ingestion of the 

sporulated oocysts, usually in faecal contaminated feed or water.

Ø
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2.0� GUINEA FOWL PRODUCTION

Introduction

Guinea fowls are either domesticated or wild. Wild species can lay 15 – 20 eggs 

during the breeding season whereas under domestication they can lay between 90-

200. Branches of the trees are usually utilized as roosting sites at night and places for 

escape from hunters. Domesticated species are raised by farmers where housing is 

provided. There are two main species of guinea fowls namely crested and helmeted 

guinea fowls. The commonly known strains of guinea fowls are Pearl, Lavender, 

Grey Breasted and white guinea fowl. However, In Malawi they are only 2 strains 

which are commonly raised by farmers which are Pearl and Lavender:

2.1� Guinea Fowls Breeds/Strains and Breeding

Ø Pearlstrains: this guinea fowl has a purplish grey plumage, regularly 

dotted or splashed with white.

Figure 2.1: Pearl guinea fowls

Ø Treat with sulphonamides salinomycin, diclazuril, and toltrazuril, ESB3.  

Treatment is best administered for a minimum of 5 days and repeated 

after 5 days. Rabbits that are treated successfully are immune to 

subsequent infections.

Ø Antibiotics if a secondary bacterial infection is suspected, but only 

broad spectrum anti-microbials are recommended.

6.1 RABBIT EAR INFECTION WITH PSOROPTES CUNICULI EAR 

MITE.

Rabbit ear mite infestation, (ear canker) is a common ecto-parasitic 

disease condition affecting the ears of rabbits characterized by extreme 

crusting, scaliness, scabbiness and itchiness of the external ear canal 

and pinna (the ear ap itself). 

Transmission and spread

Ø Being a contagious parasitic skin disease, rabbit ear mites are generally 

spread from rabbit to rabbit by direct skin contact between infected and 

non-infected rabbits.  

Clinical Signs

Ø Redness, heat, swelling and itchiness of the ear canal skin (the rabbit 

starts scratching and shaking its ears because of this inammatory pain 

and itchiness)

Ø Left untreated, the ears can become so traumatised by the rabbit that 

secondary bacterial infections of the damaged skin can set in, resulting 

in the rabbit becoming feverish (pyrexic), lethargic (sleepy)and sick. 

Ø Allowed to progress, bacterial infection can sometimes invade the 

middle and inner compartments of the rabbit's ear/s producing severe 

neurological signs (e.g. head tilt, loss of balance and incoordination of 

the gait) and even a fatal meningitis.

Treatment

Ø Injections of ivermectin and frequent cleanings of the rabbit's 

environment.

Ø Add more rabbits infections.
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Hatching Guinea fowls Eggs 

Ø Natural incubation

· Guinea fowls are not good mothers and the eggs are best hatched under a 

broody chicken hen.

· About 12 – 15 eggs may be set under chicken hen

· Incubation period for guinea fowls is between 26 – 28 days.

Ø Artificial incubation: 

· This uses machines called incubators which have in-built devices for 

production of controlled heating at recommended temperature, controlled 

humidity level and egg turning ability. 
o· Temperature level of 38 C with 58% humidity for the rst 3 weeks and 

otemperatures should be lowered to 36 C while humidity should be raised to 

75% for the last week in incubation. 

· Each egg should be turned at least 5 times daily for the rst 24 days of 

incubation.

2.2� Housing 
2 Ø Floor space requirement of about 0.06m should be allowed per bird from 

day old till maturity. 
2.Ø Stocking density is at the rate of 100 birds per 55 – 65m . 

Table 2.1:� Floor space for growing guinea fowl:

Ø Lavender strain: they resemble the pearl strain but the plumage is light 

grey or lavender regularly dotted with white markings
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Breeding guinea fowl

Ø Keep one male to 4 – 6 guinea fowls hens.

Ø Guinea fowls come into lay at about 25 – 28 weeks of age and will continue 

to lay for about 8 months producing 150 – 160 eggs during the rst laying 

period. 

Ø Egg production efciency depends on breeding stock and management. 

NOTE: In Malawi, guinea fowls are seasonal breeders as they lay their eggs from 

September to April.

  Figure 2.3: Guinea fowl eggs.

Ø Guinea fowl eggs are smaller than chicken eggs. 

Ø They weigh between 35 – 40 grams as compared to between 45 – 55 grams 

in the chickens.  
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6 31 10 84 
 

7 46 11 102 
 

8 61 >12  122 
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Ø Extensive (free range) System: it's suitable for those farmers with lots of 

land and eld of pasture. Birds are not conned and therefore are free to 

fend for their own feed and roost as a result the management is at no cost 

however the  birds are exposed to extremes of climate conditions, 

predation, parasites and infectious disease.

 Figure 2.4: Guinea fowl on free range system

Ø Semi – intensive system: the system requires a permanent housing with 

attached fenced runs or pasture. 

Ø Intensive system: involves conning the birds in doors either in battery 

cages or in deep litter within a controlled environment. The feed and water 

requirements of the birds are made available all the time (adlibtum). 

2.5� Marketing 

Ø Farmers are also making more money by selling eggs.

3.0� PIGEONS/DOVES PRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

Pigeons are a good source of protein and owing to their short generation interval 

there is high protein turn over and therefore better placed for nutrition and income 

security in rural areas. 

BREEDS AND BREEDING 

Basic differences between a cock and a hen are size and behavior occasionally 

colour. Cocks are usually a bit larger and more robust while females are a bit smaller 

and more rened especially in the head and neck. Best differences are behavioral 

where a cock struts about with a louder cooling and often drags his tail on the 

ground. 

2.3� Feeds and feeding 

Ø Guinea fowls have relatively small crops and therefore, need feeding more 

frequently than other poultry. 

Ø Adult guinea fowls can be fed standard poultry layers mash with protein 

content of about 16%.

Ø They also enjoy being fed mixed grains like maize, rice, millet and 

sorghum 

Table 2.2:� Feed intake of guinea fowl

Ø Feed intake is high in guinea fowl because of their tendency to waste feed 

due to their manner of scooping and picking of the feed.

Ø This feed wastage could be minimized by feeding required amount of feed 

twice daily rather than adlibitum or using deeper feeders for adults

Ø Feed in pelleted form can also solve their wastage problem

Ø  Clean water should be available at all times. 

Ø In the wild their diets are naturally rich and include grass seeds, crop waste 

and a diverse species of insects. 

Ø However, under domestication, adequate balanced diet is very important 

for production of fast growing healthy guinea fowls. 

2.4� Production system�

? ec�
(weeks) 

Feed intake (g) Crude protein % Energy 
(kcal/kg) 
 

. � – 6  03� – 30g 03# � – 26% 10. . i a_j-i e 
 

4� – 12 50 – 60g 20%  3200kcal/kg 
 

12 – 16 70 – 80g 18%. 3200kcal/kg 
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Ø They mate in pairs and usually remain with their mates throughout life. 

Ø Both male and female take part in the incubation and rearing of the young. 

Ø Females lay their rst egg about 10 days after mating, usually in the late 

afternoon or early evening. 

Ø A second egg is laid about 44 hours later. Two eggs is a normal clutch size. 

Incubation commences with laying of the second egg. The male cock 

broods from 10am until 5 pm and the female the rest of the time. 

Ø Hatching normally occurs 18 days from start of incubation.

 

                       �

Figure 3.3: Brooding pigeon� Figure 3.4: Hatched pigeons 

Care for squabs

Ø Squabs are fed by both parents through a glandular crop secretion called 

pigeon milk into the open mouth of the young. 

Ø The secretion looks more like a cream coloured substance and is a high 

protein food which is fed to youngsters from hatching till about 10 days 

Ø Baths: pigeons like to take a bath, therefore, should provide a container 

with about 7.5cm deep water. 

Ø Sand: provide also clean sand where they can roll themselves and pick up 

stones

Ø Note: when pigeons bath often, they become sturdy against pest. 

While cock will swell their crops with air but usually stand at a more upright angle 

drink by sticking their beak in the water almost up their eyes and gulping; hens 

usually tend to drink by sticking on the rst half of their beak in the water and almost 

sip it, as opposed to cock's gulp.

                     

   Figure 3.1: A cock and a hen

Ø For a start, allow the pairs of pigeons in a new home. If they are not paired, 

place equal number of males and females together.

Ø Adult bird weighs 640 – 850g, 

Ø Age for marketing 25 – 30 days, 

Ø Average weight of squabs (youngsters) 450 – 700g, 

Ø Age maturity 170 – 180days.

Ø Female productive life 10 years while males is 5 years, 

Ø Incubation period 18days and dressing percentage 74%.

Note: keep note (record) of the day of egg laying, hatching, number of deaths, 

number of chicks and their weight. This is important in removing those that 

are not productive, poor in appetite and in growth.

Egg Incubation

Ø Pigeons normally reach sexual maturity at about 5 – 6 months of age 

layering 2 eggs each nesting.  

Ø Once mated, the cock will begin to hunt for a suitable place to make a nest 

and rear young ones.

                Figure 3.2: A  pair of eggs layed by pigeons
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Ø Has a mating ratio of 1 male to 6 – 10 females. However, heavy breeders 

should have a closer ratio of males to females than light breeders

Ø The length of time it takes for them to lay eggs varies depending on their 

breed.

Ø Ducks will start laying at the age of ………………………….

Ø The best laying ducks can lay 225 – 330 eggs per year. 

Ø Size of Ducks : Up to 60 cm

Ø Weight : Drakes 1-5 kg, Ducks 0.8-4 kg

Ø Age of adult size : 6-12 months

Ø Weight at birth : 50g

Ø Incubation period : 28 days

Determining duck sex

Ø Ducklings are sexed by pressing the region of the crop inward and with two 

ngers, press the vent slightly outward. 

Ø By this process, the male organ protrudes and is exposed to view, while in 

the female, these remains at.

4.2� Housing 
2 2Ø When ducks are housed only at night, a minimum of 92cm  to 153cm  of 

oor space per duck is recommended. 

Ø If you anticipate keeping your ducks inside continuously during severe 
2weather, providing each bird with eight to 458cm  keep bedding 

reasonably dry and sanitary. 

Ø Because ducks roost on the ground at night, they are susceptible to 

predators therefore under most circumstances; ducks should be locked up 

at night time in a yard that is tightly fenced with woven wire or netting at 

least four feet high.

Ø Nests should be 305mm x 457mm x 305mm deep

Ø Ducks need a warm safe night house

 3.2� Feeds and Feeding 

Ø Grains: whole maize, cow peas, wheat, rice, millet, sunower seed, peas, 

mixed eld peas and groundnuts none of these should be fed by itself for 

any length of time

Ø No matter which one you select, it will not contain the collect amount of the 

constituents which go toward making a balanced ration 

Ø They should be fed a ration of mixed grains e.g. 30kg peas, 30kg maize, 

30kg sorghum and 10kg wheat to make a 100kg bag of feed

Ø Rice is a necessary feed once in a while. Rice is used to check loose bowels 

but it will constipate the birds if fed too often. 

Ø Note: better feed rice to pigeons once a week using small amount at a time 

and feed it separately to the regular ration. 

Ø Sunower seed should be fed separately in small amounts once a week

Ø Green feed:  lettuce leaves, cabbage leaves and green bean vines 

Ø Grit: cheap sharp sand, charcoal and salt should also be given to pigeons. 

Charcoal can do no harm to birds as it's an excellent regulator. 

3.3� Housing 
2Ø Floor space requirement is 0.4m , a loft (building) of 2m wide; 3.0 – 3.7m 

long will provide ample room for 15 pairs of birds. 

3.4� Marketing 

Ø Pigeons are sold either live or dressed in local markets and super markets.  

Farmers must be mobilized to form cooperatives so that they can be linked 

to lucrative markets.  

4.0�  DUCK PRODUCTION

Introduction

Ducks have multiple attributes such as high prolicacy, fecundity, disease resistant, 

high growth rates and nishing weights relative to indigenous chickens. They are 

kept either for eggs or meat or for both in connement or on free range. 

4.1� Breeds and Breeding 

Ø Breeding ages : from 6 months
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              Figure 4.1: Feeding ducks within the run.

Water 

Ø  By the age of seven weeks, ducklings drink 2 L of water daily.

Ø Importance of water in ducks 

· Ducks need water to at least duck their heads in full and to have a little 

swim.

· Ducks are waterfowl and need a pond or a bath of water to dip into every 

day.

· In fact, ducks spend about 80% of their time in water. 

· Ducks that do not have access to water that cleans their eyes on a regular 

basis will go blind.

· Therefore, raising ducks successfully means they should have access to a 

small water pond or the like.

NOTE:

Ducklings need water immediately after hatching to clear their eyes otherwise they 

go blind. 

Table 4.1: Housing requirements per breed type

Ø The run:

· Clipped wing ducks are very easy to contain in an area of a garden

· About 61 – 92 cm height barrier will sufce
2· Make sure the run has at least 2m /bird to run around

4.3� Feeding 

Ø Ducklings like their feed wet, and adding a little water to the feed (so it is 

somewhat soupy) helps to keep them from choking.

Ø Ducks usually eat grains, insects, ies, snails and green feeds.

Ø Ducks are great foragers and they also eat snails, ies, insects and bugs in 

the backyard.

Ø However, foraging for food is not enough for the duck if you want it to be a 

good layer and a fat bird for the table,  therefore there is need to give 

supplementary feed to birds at least twice a day, early in the morning and 

late afternoon. 

Ø Give each adult bird 180 – 200g of good grain mix which can consist of 

maize, sorghum, millet and rice. 

Ø Leafy green vegetables can be given from time to time if they are not 

getting enough when foraging. 

Breed type Required area (cm2) Required height (cm) 
 

Large  61 61 
 

Medium  46 61 
 

Smaller  31 61 
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Clinical Signs

The disease commonly affects ducklings, older birds are less vulnerable.

Ø sneezing

Ø runny nose and eyes

Ø lameness

Ø dullness

Ø diarrhoea

Ø twisted heads

Treatment

Ø Unsatisfactory but antibiotics are used. It is important to note that many 

ducklings fail to recover and those that do survive may have stunted 

growth.

Prevention

Ø Once on a site it is hard to get rid of the bacteria. 

Ø Reduce the chances of ducklings getting the disease by keeping the house, 

run and pond as clean as possible

5.0� TURKEY PRODUCTION

There are different breeds of Turkeys and each of them are have their own 

characteristics. There are some Turkeys that are more heat tolerant than 

others whereas there are Turkeys that produce more eggs, some are more 

fertile and hatch easier than other Turkeys. Some farmers recommend 

keeping Turkeys indoors while others prefer to let the birds roam in the 

yard once they are old enough, but this can be risky because of predators.

5.1� Breeding Turkeys

Ø Breeding ratio is one tom (male) for every 10 hens (females). 

Ø A well fed mature turkey will give over 90 eggs per  year.

Ø Eggs hatch after about 28 days

            �

  Figure 4.2: A duck bathing in a mental container

Ø  Important points to note in duck rearing: 

· Ducks are quiet hardy and illnesses are rather unusual

· However, problems come when water has been allowed to become 

stagnant or fed stale feed or bitten by snakes or stung by bees, wasps or ants. 

· Like all birds they are also susceptible to mites and worms and should be 

treated for these accordingly. 

· To prevent ducks from getting worms, ducks should be housed in a clean 

and well ventilated house. Any serious illness should be reported to 

Agriculture ofces nearby. 

4.4� Marketing 

Ø Ducks are mostly sold under informal markets and farmers tend to sell their 

ducks, ducklings and eggs when need arises.

6.2 DUCK SEPTICAEMIA

Most often respiratory disease in ducks is caused by bacteria called 

Riemerella. The bacteria are either inhaled or the birds are infected through 

cuts on their feet. The bacterium infects the brain (Meningitis), the joints 

(lameness), the oviducts and the respiratory system.  The infection can 

cause severe damage to the oviduct meaning that it cannot take the eggs 

from the ovary to the vent resulting in internal laying.
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5.2� Housing and Fencing Turkeys

Ø Free range system is recommended where farmers let their turkeys live 

outside on range in a large fenced eld.

Ø A pasture eld of half an acre is required for 24 turkeys. 

Ø The best pasture eld is that full of mixed forage.
2Ø In connement make sure they have 0.3m  oor space per bird for best 

results
2Ø A ock of a dozen turkeys, plan to build a pen of roughly 23 m  or one-

eighth acre. 

Ø Make sure your fence is secure from predators.

5.3� Feeding and Watering Turkeys

Ø A dozen turkeys need at least 10 litres of water every day

Ø 122cm-long drinker will sufce for 12 birds. 

Ø A feeder that holds about 45kg of feed is a good size for 12 turkeys

Ø By the time they near maturity they will each eat 453g of feed a day.

Ø  Adult turkeys will eat as much as fty percent of their intake from pasture 

or range.

Ø Range is grass that is 100mm to 152mm long. Turkeys like to eat the 

growing tips of the grass. They will also enjoy any kitchen or garden 

scraps: lettuce, tomatoes, sweet corn etc.

Ø They also tend to eat insects, worms and others around the yard 

Ø For an average tom, you will feed him approximately 45kg of feed, and 

27kg for a hen before slaughtering at 6 months of age.

5.4� Marketing 

7.0 Turkeys are sold either live or dressed in local markets and super markets.  

Farmers must be mobilized to form cooperatives so that they can be linked 

to lucrative markets.

Ø Raising turkey normally starts with day old poults (young turkey) by 

setting up a brooder area just like in chickens.

Raising poults (young turkeys)

Ø Brood poults in a large cardboard carton (90 cm to 150 cm) in your home.

Ø  In this way, you may be able to keep them warm enough with a 100-watt 

light bulb 

Ø Make sure that poults nd their feed and water.

Ø Sometimes it helps to dip their beaks in the water.

Ø  Bright-colored marbles may help to attract poults to the feed and water.

Ø Once turkey poults start eating and drinking well, they usually grow 

without difculty from then onwards.

Ø Metal or wooden feeder, well lled with feed should be put near the heat,

Ø You can remove the cardboard ring at 10 days of age and let the poults have 

use of the entire room.

Ø Poults sometimes start to perk on each other badly enough to cause 

bleeding or even death.

Ø  To prevent this, cut off one-half of the upper beak at 10 days of age with a 

toe nail clipper.

Ø Trim beaks on a cool day, if possible.

Figure 5.1: Provide bedding for 
poults (young turkey).�

Figure 5.2: A hen protecting 
young ones.
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Ø A pasture eld of half an acre is required for 24 turkeys. 

Ø The best pasture eld is that full of mixed forage.
2Ø In connement make sure they have 0.3m  oor space per bird for best 

results
2Ø A ock of a dozen turkeys, plan to build a pen of roughly 23 m  or one-

eighth acre. 

Ø Make sure your fence is secure from predators.

5.3� Feeding and Watering Turkeys

Ø A dozen turkeys need at least 10 litres of water every day

Ø 122cm-long drinker will sufce for 12 birds. 

Ø A feeder that holds about 45kg of feed is a good size for 12 turkeys

Ø By the time they near maturity they will each eat 453g of feed a day.

Ø  Adult turkeys will eat as much as fty percent of their intake from pasture 

or range.

Ø Range is grass that is 100mm to 152mm long. Turkeys like to eat the 

growing tips of the grass. They will also enjoy any kitchen or garden 

scraps: lettuce, tomatoes, sweet corn etc.

Ø They also tend to eat insects, worms and others around the yard 

Ø For an average tom, you will feed him approximately 45kg of feed, and 

27kg for a hen before slaughtering at 6 months of age.

5.4� Marketing 

7.0 Turkeys are sold either live or dressed in local markets and super markets.  

Farmers must be mobilized to form cooperatives so that they can be linked 

to lucrative markets.

Ø Raising turkey normally starts with day old poults (young turkey) by 

setting up a brooder area just like in chickens.

Raising poults (young turkeys)

Ø Brood poults in a large cardboard carton (90 cm to 150 cm) in your home.

Ø  In this way, you may be able to keep them warm enough with a 100-watt 

light bulb 

Ø Make sure that poults nd their feed and water.

Ø Sometimes it helps to dip their beaks in the water.

Ø  Bright-colored marbles may help to attract poults to the feed and water.

Ø Once turkey poults start eating and drinking well, they usually grow 

without difculty from then onwards.

Ø Metal or wooden feeder, well lled with feed should be put near the heat,

Ø You can remove the cardboard ring at 10 days of age and let the poults have 

use of the entire room.

Ø Poults sometimes start to perk on each other badly enough to cause 

bleeding or even death.

Ø  To prevent this, cut off one-half of the upper beak at 10 days of age with a 

toe nail clipper.

Ø Trim beaks on a cool day, if possible.

Figure 5.1: Provide bedding for 
poults (young turkey).�

Figure 5.2: A hen protecting 
young ones.
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